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Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):


Background: Hospitals are designed and equipped to protect the safety of their patients, with patient safety related protocols and targets regularly monitored. After discharge however, patients, often recovering from surgery or managing ill-health, return to an environment that is ill-equipped for their continued safe care – their home. To better understand the safety issues that may potentially affect those requiring care within the home, a review of the existing literature is required. 
Aim: To systematic review literature on safety risks in the home
Design: A systematic literature review searching three databases (MEDLINE, PSYCHINFO, EMBASE) for empirical articles. This will involve identification of key words and MeSH terms and multiple iterations/combinations of all search terms to achieve the best return of papers (i.e. best balance of specificity and sensitivity). This will be followed by development of inclusion criteria to ascertain whether the articles are relevant to the aim (e.g. setting = home). Cross-referencing of the included articles and hand searching of the grey literature (non-published/non-empirical studies) can also be sought. Data will be extracted from the included articles in a standardised format, and quality of the studies assessed on basic criteria (e.g. sample size). Finally, this information will be synthesised and written-up with description of methods used and detailed summary of findings.
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